
Journey over the last 10 years 

ÅPioneered and Facilitated the Research and 

Development of Individuals with Autism and other 

Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities  



ÅParent/Caregivers Training & Development

·Outreach and Public Awareness

·Healthcare Professional Development Program

ƁIncreased in Assessment & Identification

·Related Services Training Program

ƁOT/Speech/Behavioral Management

·Biomedical Interventions



The Haven Vision 

ÅHaven Learning Resource Center

ÅHaven Training and Development Center

ÅHaven SMART Academy-Inclusive International Preschool-12th Grade Program

ÅHaven Health, Wellness Center

ÅHaven Research and Assessment Center

ÅHaven Career and Vocational Center





HAVEN INTERNATIONAL@GHANA



Training of  Health Care Professionals



Training of  Teachers



Training of  Caregivers



Results of  Our Trainings

Ò40 teachers completed questionnaires 

ÒAbout 50% of  the teachers did not feel adequately trained to teach individuals with 
autism

Ò38% had no special education training

Ò43% did not feel they had the right resources to help aide children in the classroom 
with developmental disabilities

Ò 40% did not feel their school was equipped to help and teach children with 
developmental disabilities

Ò48% did not feel properly trained to teach children with autism



Ranking of  Area of  Priority of  Need for 

Education and Interventions
Need of treatment 12% 

Church members training 13% 

In School Support 14%

In Home Support 14% 

Caregivers Training 29%

Health Professional Training 23%

Diagnosis 21%

Behavioral Management 17% 
Teachers Training 17% 

Causality of Autism 16% 

Priority of Need



Dr. Lorell Levy, instructing our 

teachers



National Autism Outreach in Ghana-2012

ÅTelevision

ÅRadio

ÅNewspaper

ÅSocial Media



2013 Training & Outreach



2014 Training Outreach



2014 Outreach & Impact

ÅCollaborations established with

ÅGhana Education Services & Ministry of  Education

ÅMemorandum of  Understanding to Provide Training for Teachers

ÅPrivate Schools

ÅAACT, New Horizon, Awaawaa2, 

ÅNeurodevelopmental Pediatricians

ÅUniversity of  Education at Winneba



2014 Participants asked for:

ÅOpportunities for future trainings;

ÅOverview on ADHD, LD, Speech and Language Disorders, Dyslexia

ÅMore Hands on Practice and use of  technology

ÅOnline and interactive

ÅAids in setting up more schools and facilities

ÅHow to communicate with sign language

ÅTopic on working with parents



2014 Participants asked for

ÅMore information on Cerebral Palsy and Down Syndrome

ÅTraining on ADHD

ÅVocational Program for young adults with Autism

ÅToileting

ÅUse of  AAC to buy items from the market

ÅHow to stop drowling of  a child by exercises

ÅMore group work

ÅBullying

ÅPractical demonstrations/Assessment Test in a practical demonstration



Haven established an MOU with GES

ÅHaven assisted in developing and planning collaborative research, 

educational, and training projects

ÅHaven provided and facilitated workshops for the teachers



2015 Trainings & Outreach



2015 Training of  Ghana Special Education 

Teachers



Haven Learning Resource Center at 

Dzorwulu Special School in Accra opened 

in 2015



2016-

The Center is Established in Tema, Ghana





2016 Center Opening & Outreach

Å16 Children evaluated and strategies for interventions provided

Å100 Parents and Caregivers trained on principles of  ABA, Biomedical 

interventions, Speech, and Occupational Therapy Strategies

Å6 Special Education Graduates received intensive training 

ÅTraining provided by 2 local Ghanaian Physicians, 1 Chiropractor, an 

Occupational therapists













Conference and Class Room




